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Chapter signed by the sovereign, a special Irish seal having been
IIL prepared in lieu. While, therefore, it may be con-
venient for the initial approval by a foreign power of
the creation of a Dominion legation to be secured
through action by the British Government, all further
action lies entirely with the Dominion Government
concerned if it so desires. The matter is even simpler in
the case of the reception of foreign envoys; they are ac-
credited to the King, but necessarily from the first they
have presented their credentials to the representative
of the King at the capital of the Dominion concerned.
The Irish Free State has carried progress into the
sphere of the exequaturs of consuls. It was agreed by
the Imperial Conference of 1926 that such exequaturs
for foreign consuls should be countersigned, not by the
Foreign Secretary, but by a Dominion Minister, and
now the Irish Signet Seal, a new production, is used
for the sealing of such exequaturs, eliminating any
trace of British intervention.
There is other evidence of the distinct character
internationally of the Dominions. In 1924 the British
Labour Government, without consultation with the
Dominions, recognised the Soviet Government of the
U.S.S.E. and accepted a diplomatic agent from that
Government. It is clear that the British Government
intended to act for the whole of the Empire, as was
recognised in August 1924 by the Prime Minister of the
Commonwealth, who had been assured that there would
be no repetition of action without consultation. In
Canada the view taken by Mr. Mackenzie King was
that recognition by Canada was also necessary; it was
accorded in March 24, and a trade delegation was then
received. Similarly, when in May 1927 the British